
PROCUREMENT GLOSSARY

Automatic Contract Renewal:
Managing Standstill in Supply
Contracts Properly
Automatic contract renewal (also known as tacit renewal or an evergreen clause)

automatically extends a supply or framework agreement by a fixed term unless notice of

termination is given by the cut-off date. For buyers, it is a double-edged instrument: it secures

continuity of supply, but can entrench outdated terms and weak supplier relationships. This

article explains the impact, risks and management of automatic renewal from a technical

procurement perspective.
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Key facts at a glance

01 Automatic contract renewal takes effect if neither party objects within the notice period.

02 Typical renewal periods in industry range from 6 to 24 months.

03 Without a contract calendar, missed notice periods and old terms rolling over

automatically are a real risk.

04 Evergreen clauses frequently affect framework agreements, service, maintenance and

software contracts.

05 Clear governance with data owners and escalation paths reduces the risk of unwanted

renewals.

06 Renewal decisions should be systematically linked to supplier performance evaluation

and procurement strategy.

Definition: automatic contract renewal

Automatic contract renewal is a contractual clause under which a contract extends for a defined period

without the active consent of the parties unless it is terminated in due time. It is particularly common in

framework agreements, maintenance and service contracts, and in software and tooling contracts.
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Typical clause designs

Several designs are found in practice: the tacit renewal clause extends the contract by a fixed period

(often twelve months) unless notice of termination is given by a cut-off date. Renewal at the request of

one party, by contrast, requires an active signal. Some contracts provide for a limited number of

renewal cycles, while others run indefinitely until terminated. For buyers, the combination of notice

period and cut-off date is decisive: with a three-month notice period to the end of the term, the decision

must be made correspondingly earlier. Provisions on price adjustments during the renewal phase, such

as automatic indexation clauses, should also be included in the assessment.

Distinction from other renewal mechanisms

Tacit renewal must be distinguished from mutual agreement and from option clauses. Under an option,

one party has a right of choice that it must actively exercise; without exercise, the contract ends. With

automatic renewal, the contract continues as long as nobody actively intervenes. This reversal of the

duty to act is the core risk: the default state is continuation, not termination. Buyers should therefore

check in every contract which party must act when, and what form the termination must take, such as

written form or text form.

Where evergreen clauses appear in procurement

Evergreen clauses are more widespread in the manufacturing industry than many buyers assume.

They affect not only classic material framework agreements but above all services and ancillary

processes that rarely feature in strategic procurement.

Framework agreements and material contracts

In material framework agreements, automatic renewal secures continuity of supply for highly

standardised standard parts. This can make sense where the procurement strategy calls for long-term

supplier commitment, for example for A-parts or where qualification effort is involved, as in pre-series

procurement. It becomes problematic for C-parts or critical components exposed to market price risk:

here prices usually become outdated faster than the renewal cycle allows. Price adjustment

mechanisms and delivery schedule tolerance bands should therefore always be considered as well.

Tool, maintenance and service contracts

Evergreen clauses in maintenance contracts for equipment, calibration services, logistics services and

tool maintenance are often overlooked. As these contracts are frequently concluded at decentralised

level, their term behaviour escapes central control. The same applies to software licences and cloud

services booked through technical procurement. A systematic review of these contract categories is

one of the quickest levers for process optimisation in procurement, because process costs and licence

fees can usually be reduced here without renegotiation.
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Methods and approach: managing renewal processes

Managing automatic renewals requires transparency over the contract portfolio, deadlines and decision

logic. A three-step approach of contract recording, deadline monitoring and a decision gate has proven

effective.

Contract calendar and deadline monitoring

The foundation is a complete contract calendar with term, notice period, cut-off date and responsibility.

Clear assignment of a data owner for each contract, responsible for keeping data up to date and

preparing decisions, is essential. In practice, staggered warning levels have proven effective: a first

reminder typically six months before the cut-off date, a second three months before, and a final

escalation six weeks before. For supply contracts, monitoring should be linked to supplier performance

evaluation so that performance data flows directly into the renewal decision.

The renewal gate in the procurement process

Every upcoming renewal should pass through a formal gate: Is the procurement strategy for this

category still valid? Do price, quality and on-time delivery meet expectations? Is there a need for a new

request for quotation or an open procedure? For strategically relevant volumes, a short supplier

shortlist review including a market scan is recommended before renewal. The outcome of the gate is

documented: renew, negotiate or re-tender. This turns tacit renewal from a matter of chance into a

deliberate decision.

Organising termination and renegotiation

If a renewal is not wanted, the termination must be formally watertight: the right deadline, the right

form, the right recipient, proof of receipt. For upcoming renegotiations, the following applies: the

negotiating position is strongest while the supplier's renewal option has not yet taken effect and an

alternative supplier has been qualified. For complex transitions, such as switching a logistics provider or

outsourcing transition projects, the parallel run should be safeguarded with safety time buffers in

planning to avoid supply risks during the switch.

Key KPIs for managing evergreen contracts

Automatic renewals can be measured. A small set of KPIs reveals how much contract volume is

running on uncontrolled and how reliably the governance works.

Key metrics at a glance

The key metric is the share of automatically renewed contracts in total volume: a high value shows that

many contracts continue without active review. Also relevant are the share of contracts with a recorded

data owner, adherence to renewal gate deadlines, and the rate of renegotiation before renewal. To

capture operational follow-on costs, it is worth linking this to procurement KPIs such as the three-way

match rate, because unclear contractual conditions often show up in invoice discrepancies.
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Reference values and interpretation

Fixed benchmarks should be interpreted with caution, as industries and contract portfolios vary widely.

As a practical rule of thumb: in well-managed organisations, virtually all contracts are recorded with

deadlines and assigned responsibility, and the share of tacitly renewed contracts typically lies below

ten to fifteen per cent of volume. If the value rises, this points to governance gaps. More important than

absolute values is the trend over several quarters.

Risks and controls: what can go wrong

The main danger of automatic contract renewal is loss of control: contracts continue even though

nobody actively reviews them. Systematic controls significantly limit this risk.

Economic and operational risks

Economically, three effects dominate: outdated prices that rise through indexation clauses or

guaranteed increases; fixed minimum purchase volumes that no longer match demand; and blocked

switching options because market competitiveness is only examined late. Operationally, performance

deficiencies can become entrenched if a weak supplier remains in the portfolio solely because of the

evergreen clause. Tooling contracts are particularly tricky: an automatically renewed tooling rotation

contract without clear ownership and return provisions can lead to disputes over tooling assets when

changing supplier.

Compliance and legal aspects

From a compliance perspective, evergreen clauses are considered critical in certain constellations, for

example in service contracts with term extension without renewed review. Added to this are competition

law questions in long commitment chains and accounting implications in leasing and rental contracts.

Detailed legal questions, such as the validity of restrictions on termination or the treatment of tacit

renewal clauses in public procurement under the rules for open procedures, should be professionally

reviewed case by case. These notes are general and do not constitute legal advice.

Organisational controls

Effective controls are simple: central contract recording with deadline logic, the four-eyes principle for

terminations, standardised renewal decisions with documentation, and a rule that evergreen clauses in

new contracts are only permissible with justification and a minimum term limit. An annual contract day,

for example integrated into a supplier day, at which upcoming renewals are prioritised with the business

departments and suppliers, is also helpful. A structured annual review with strategic suppliers, agreed

on performance expectations, complements the formal deadline management.

Current developments: digitalisation of contract management

The management of renewal deadlines is becoming increasingly digitalised. At the same time,

regulatory and price pressure to reassess contracts regularly is growing.
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Contract management systems and AI

Contract management modules in ERP and e-procurement systems record terms, notice periods and

cut-off dates automatically and generate escalation workflows. AI-assisted contract analysis extracts

clauses from PDF contracts and reveals evergreen provisions that previously lay hidden in legacy

portfolios. Similar approaches are shown by automatic spend classification: redundant spend can

identify dormant subscriptions and continuing obligations that do not even appear in the contract

calendar. When introducing such tools, remember: technology does not replace the decision, it

prepares it.

Volatility increases the pressure to act

Price volatility in raw materials, energy and logistics has in recent years led to fixed long-term terms

being accepted less often. Many contracts today contain dynamic adjustment mechanisms instead of

rigid fixed prices, which makes the review before each renewal more important. In addition, customers

in the supply chain increasingly demand evidence of resilience and sustainability, which should be

incorporated into renewed contracts, for example contingency strategies, dual sourcing or reporting

obligations. The renewal gate review thus also becomes a lever for supplier development and quality

management in procurement.

Typical metrics

Metric Typical value

Share of tacitly renewed
contracts

typically < 10–15 %

Share of total contract volume; higher values indicate governance

gaps

Contracts with a recorded data
owner

> 95 %

Share of contracts with clearly assigned responsibility and recorded

deadlines

Renewal gate adherence to
deadlines

> 98 %

Share of renewal decisions documented before the termination cut-off

date

Renegotiation rate before renewal commonly 30–60 %

Share of contracts renegotiated or re-tendered before renewal

Practical example

A mid-sized mechanical engineering company with around 300 active supplier contracts discovered

during a review that more than a third of its maintenance and logistics contracts were running on tacit

renewal, some for years without price adjustment or performance comparison. The following measures

were implemented:
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Establishing a central contract calendar with notice periods, cut-off dates and a clearly named data

owner for each contract.

Introducing a renewal gate 90 days before the deadline, with a fixed checklist and a documented

decision.

Evergreen clauses in new contracts only with a limit of two renewal cycles at most.

Linking the renewal decision to supplier performance evaluation and annual performance reviews

with key suppliers.

Conclusion

Automatic contract renewal is neither good nor bad, but a control instrument with a clear risk profile.

Those who want continuity of supply can use evergreen clauses deliberately, for example for qualified

A-suppliers with a stable performance level. What matters is that renewals never happen unnoticed: a

complete contract calendar, clearly assigned responsibilities and a formal gate before every cut-off

date turn standstill into a deliberate decision. This turns the evergreen clause from a stumbling block

into a building block of a sound procurement strategy.

Frequently asked questions

? What does automatic contract renewal mean?

Automatic contract renewal extends a contract by a fixed period when neither party gives notice of

termination by the cut-off date. It is also known as tacit renewal or an evergreen clause. The default

state is continuation, not termination of the contract.

? How does a tacit contract renewal work?

The contract expires as normal unless someone gives notice within the agreed notice period. If no

notice is given, the contract automatically renews for the defined period, typically six to twelve

months. The notice periods and formal requirements for termination set out in the contract are

decisive.

? By when must notice be given under automatic renewal?

That depends on the clause: notice periods of one to six months before the end of the respective

term are common. The termination cut-off date is therefore correspondingly earlier than the contract

end date. Buyers should record deadlines centrally and monitor them with staggered reminders.

? Are evergreen clauses permitted in supply contracts?

As a general rule, automatic renewal clauses are permissible under civil law, provided they do not

place one party at an unreasonable disadvantage and comply with the requirements on term and

termination. Additional restrictions apply to public procurement and certain contract types. The

assessment in each individual case should be legally reviewed; this statement is general and does

not constitute legal advice.
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? What risks does automatic contract renewal pose for buyers?

The main risks are outdated prices, unintentional minimum purchase volumes, blocked switching

options and the perpetuation of weak supplier relationships. Added to this is compliance pressure

from long-term commitments. Countermeasures include a contract calendar, clear data owners, a

renewal gate and linking renewals to supplier performance evaluation.

? How can buyers avoid or manage automatic renewals?

In new contracts, either remove evergreen clauses or limit them to a few cycles and instead provide

for option or renewal declaration mechanisms. For the existing contract portfolio, central contract

recording, deadline workflows and a formal decision gate before each cut-off date help. In addition,

analysing spend data uncovers dormant rolling contracts.
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